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Neighbouring Worlds, Inter-Worlds:
Cultural Misunderstanding between the Ego
and the Other in Ibn Fadlan's Journey

Dr. Ibrahim Abdullah,
Department of Arabic,
University of Qatar

Abestract

Ahmad Ibn Fadlan's journey from Baghdad through the lands of
the Turks, the Khazars, the Saqaliba, the Baskirs, the Rus and then
up to Scandinavian countries (or the Northmen), in the tenth
century (AD 922), unveils the true nature of the perspective which
an Arab Muslim traveller, an emissary of the Caliph of Baghdad
(Al-Mugqtadir), had about religion in general and Islam in particular.
Heading north and instead of influencing others and teaching them
about Islam, he himself was bewitched by paganism. In fact, the
Jjourney is a very important textual revelation about the perspectives
that these different and diverse cultures reveal about each other in
the Middle Ages. The whole travel then seeks the need for human
intervention, so that cultures and societies could be brought together
in order to remove any misunderstandings.
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