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Abstract:

In this study, we discuss the issue of civilians’ protection during non-
international armed conflicts, with the current conflict in Syria as a model
for this study, where it is worth highlighting the situation of civilians in
armed conflicts, in accordance with international humanitarian law, and the
protection decided for them. In order to answer the considerable number of
questions related to this, as in the presence of rules and provisions
regulating armed conflicts, but they did not limit violations and crimes
against humanity, and we have in the Syrian case an example of crimes and
grave violations of all provisions of international humanitarian law, which
were not stopped since the outbreak of the revolution in 2011. When the
Syrian regime has committed flagrant practices and violations of the
provisions of international humanitarian law, and the most heinous crimes
against humanity, and all this in light of the silence of the international
community, or we can say that it has taken a negative stance on this issue
as International reports have proven many of those violations and crimes.

In this study, we address the reality of the situation in Syria and the
conflict in it, and we seek to develop a description of that conflict, with an
attempt to search for the flaw in the provisions of international
humanitarian law, which prevents its implementation; To limit the
violations and crimes committed by the Syrian regime against its own
civilians, which have resulted in heavy losses in lives, and the displacement
and emigration of many of the Syrian people, who are still suffering from
the regime.

We examine through this study the reasons for the inherent defect in
the application of the rules and provisions of international humanitarian
law; To alleviate the harm and injustice suffered by Syrian civilians, and it
can be said that the researcher used the descriptive-analytical approach in

the context of studying the conflict in Syria. In the framework of the three

c



sections that the researcher worked on, he clarified the general concepts in
international humanitarian law, which would establish the first section of
the study as a general background for the topic under discussion. As for the
second topic, the researcher touched on the rules and mechanisms
established for the protection of civilians in non-international armed
conflicts, which contributes to clarifying the rules of international
humanitarian law applicable to the conflict in Syria, then the researcher
went in the third section to address the Syrian case as a model for the extent
of protection granted to civilians in the conflict in it by presenting the
historical stages of the conflict and then rooting it, and considering the
international efforts that were made within the framework of protecting
civilians while it was in place, and the extent of their effectiveness.

The researcher concluded that there are shortcomings in the rules of
international humanitarian law that involve clarifying the concept of
compound (mixed) conflicts, and the rules governing them. In addition, the
existence of a defect in the mechanisms of applying the international
humanitarian law, as the provisions of international humanitarian law are
somewhat non-binding in relation to Non-international armed conflicts and
the fact that the application of the rules of international humanitarian law
depends on the decision of the United Nations Security Council, which in
turn has become subject to political influence among the powerful nations
that have the right to refuse (veto) it, which has led to obstruction and
impediment of the application of the law, and increased the suffering of the

Syrian people.
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