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ABSTRACT

Louis Massignon and his impact on interfaith dialogue

Louis Massignon (1883-1962) is a French Orientalist who made
various contributions to the dialogue among religions (interreligious
dialogue), beside his efforts to bring civilizations together, which
contributed to build many bridges of communication between religions
and civilizations.

This study used both descriptive and analytical methodologies,
which aim to reveal the contributions and efforts of Louis Massignon in
interreligious dialogue; Especially between Christianity and Islam. It also
attempts to understand the religious, intellectual backgrounds, the
philosophical and spiritual foundations behind these efforts. The study
also examines the impact of these contributions on the reality of
interreligious dialogue, up to the moment when the Second Vatican
Council (1962-1965) announced its reformist vision for the "Abrahamic
religions” and the role of Massignon in arriving at those visions of
Abrahamic religions.

Finally, the study addresses Massignon's interactive approach to
studying Islam by examining it as a spiritual experience, and identifying
the impact of this approach in the field of "Islamic studies”, first in
France, then; in the Arab and Islamic world, through many scholars and

thinkers who were influenced by his communicative approach in Islam.

Keywords: (Louis Massignon) (Orientalism) (interfaith dialogue)
(Dialogue of Civilizations) (Islamic Studies) (Mysticism) (Hallaj)
(Colonialism) (Nonviolence) (Abrahamic Religions) (Christian-Islamic
Dialogue) (\Vatican Il Council).
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