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Our graduates have continued to demonstrate the personal and professional quality and
excellence that was nurtured at the university during their years of study, and we are proud of
their success. For their part, their pride in QU is unsurpassed, with a recent survey showing
that 92% of alumni would recommend QU to family and friends. Current students and alumni
alike continue to reveal their qualities of true ambassadors of QU through their many and varied
activities on campus and within the community such as organizing and participating in events
to mark World Diabetes Month and World Quality Month.

Last week witnessed the unveiling of the first encyclopedia on Japan written in the Arabic
language. Published jointly by QU and Marubeni Corporation, the initiative is part of a 5-year
agreement signed last year between the two parties which benefits the College of Arts and
Sciences, its students and faculty. The College will be distributing this important body of work
to schools in Qatar, and | would like to express my appreciation for its consistent and creative
efforts to engage its students and the community at large in broadening their understanding of
the world and its diverse cultures and peoples.

Of the many commendable events that took place at QU last week, one stands out for special
mention — the successful completion of an intensive week-long innovative professional
development program of the Qatar University ExxonMobil Teachers by 45 math and science
primary school teachers from independent schools in Doha.

In a collaborative effort that included our National Center for Educator Development,
ExxonMobil and the Supreme Education Council, the teachers and faculty spent a demanding
and exciting week together, becoming stronger educators in order to leave an enduring legacy to

their young students. This is the kind of dedication from our teachers to transition Qatar to a




knowledge-based economy, and the commitment of like-minded partners to contribute their best

efforts towards this national goal.

I was pleased to learn of the establishment of the Qatar branch of the International Law
Association by academics at the College of Law — the first of its kind in the Gulf region. I
congratulate Dr Talal Al Emadi, Dr Adamantia Rachovitsa and Dr Jon Truby on their election
as President, Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer respectively of the Qatar branch of
the Association, the prestigious body with branches around the world and a membership of

academics and practicing professionals interested in all areas of law.

The branch plans as its first initiative to co-organise with the College of Law to hold an
international conference next year to which distinguished international legal experts will be
invited to discuss the applicability of international law in the Syrian crisis. I wish them every

success in this and other initiatives.

Last but not least, I would like to congratulate College of Pharmacy’s first Master of Science
graduate student Iman Abdelaziz who successfully presented her thesis on November 23 in the

College’s first Master’s thesis defense oral presentation and examination. Her thesis was heard

by an international panel who commended her work and scientific aptitude. This is a proud

moment for the College and for QU as it continues to expand its offering of life-changing
opportunities for students and graduates who will contribute effectively to various sectors

serving the Qatari community, and in particular the vital and thriving healthcare sector.




