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ABSTRACT

a Critical Study <Shahrour's Distortions of the Qur'anic Meaning

of His Book: Drying the Sources of Terrorism

This research 1s concerned with the study of the book “Drying the Sources of
Terrorism” by Muhammad Shahrour. I have observed a number of its distor-
tions of the Qur’anic meaning« including his attempt to pass on the idea of the
authority of the mind over the heritage« rejecting what does not agree with it¢
then promoting the idea of separating religion from the state« then striving to
break the pillars of jihad« as he removed the doctrine of loyalty and disavowal
and distorted the punishment for apostasy.

The thesis sheds light on the religious constants< which Shahrour strived hard
to demolish« and presents textual and mental evidence to refute them.

In order to support his argument« Shahrour distorted the meanings of the
verses of jihad and the meanings of martyrdom:« so he made the infidels mar-
tyrs< and his fondness for the civilization of the non-Muslim was clear« which
made him abandon the constants of Islam and the facts of the Qur’an. He did
not hesitate to accuse the predecessors “Alsalaf” claiming that they did not
understand the Qur’anic meaning correctly« and that the understanding prevail-
ing in the nation over the past centuries should be changed: based on his vision
and as an attempt to achieve his goals and objectives.

This research was divided into an introduction« two chapters«< and a conclusion.

The first chapter: the authority of the mind according to Shahrour« his attitude
towards religious freedom and his call for the separation of religion from pol-
itics.

The second chapter: distorting the meanings of loyalty« disavowal« apostasy:«
jihad< and martyrdom.

Conclusion: results and recommendations.



The method used in this research is the inductive method combined with the
critical analytical method.

Among the most important results were:

In his study« Shahrour relied on basic pillars: striking verses and hadiths
against each other« distorting linguistic connotations« contempt for the Islamic
heritage and its scholars« the dominance of his own mind in understanding the
Qur’anic text: restricting legislation to a past era that is no longer appropriate
for our current era« and his adoption of psychological preparation for the reader
to accept his ideas« lack of accuracy« nor scientific honesty in understanding
the texts of the predecessors “Alsalaf™.

Among the most important recommendations:

Using the modernist approach to respond to his claims« because he is well
known among people and has a prominent presence in the media. In addition:«
he is very keen to penetrate the platforms of guidance and education«< and he
endeavors to change the educational curricula.
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