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Mohammed Madadin

Professor of Forensic Medicine, Chairman of the Department of Pathology at the College
of Medicine at Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University (Saudi Arabia). He is a medical
educationist and has a keen interest in medical education, research, and development
of medical practice in Saudi Arabia and the Middle East. He has been assigned different
academic and scientific tasks in medical journals, scientific conferences, committees, and

councils, both nationally and internationally.

Abstract: The role of social sciences and humanities in undergraduate medical

curriculum. An experience from College of Medicine in Saudi Arabia

The deficiencies in humanistic clinical skills prompted to reform of the models of medical
curricula, which are integrated, student-centered, and community-based. The goal of those
reformed curricula is to introduce health in a holistic view to the students. As defined by
the WHO, health is more than the absence of disease or biological factors but is a complex
and multi-disciplinary issue. The literature highlighted that concepts and methods from
the social sciences and humanities must be embedded in the health sciences to support
sustainable interventions that can be engaging with the recognised complexity of health,

disease, and sickness.

In this review, we are presenting the curriculum components of the integrated humanities
and social sciences, their importance, and their roles in the College of Medicine curriculum.
The reformed curriculum was observed to improve the students’ competencies, equip
students with leadership and communication skills, and increase students’ engagement
and research skills. We argue that there is a strong relationship between the principles
of social sciences and humanities with medical education and clinical practice. Social
sciences and humanities principles are the foundations for qualifying any future physicians

with the necessary skills in the current era.
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Raya Mahmoud Atour

masters student and Graduate Assistant at the Department of Architecture and
Urban Planning, College of Engineering at Qatar University. She has a Bachelor of
Science in Architectural Engineering from the University of Sharjah in UAE and an
Archineer Certificate in Membrane Structures from IMS Bauhaus Institute in Dessau-

Rosslau, Germany.

Ahmad Mohammad Ahmad

Assistant professor at Qatar University. He holds a BSc in architecture from ABU
Zaria, Nigeria, a Master’s in architecture from Lincoln University, MSc in modern building
design from Bath University and a Ph.D. from Loughborough University, UK. has over ten
years’ of teaching, research and construction industry experience in the fields of urban
planning and regeneration, low carbon design, architectural design for affordable design
projects, BIM and innovative design applications in the UK architecture, engineering
and construction (AEC) industry. His specialisms include sustainable infrastructure,
design development and the adoption of BIM culture change to facilitate organizational
performance within the built environment, with a passion for wayfinding and flexible

spaces, especially in healthcare buildings.
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Abstract: BIM Sociotechnology: Situational Awareness as a Method for Enhancing

Collaboration in BIM-Enabled Education within the GCC Context

The education and industry of architecture and engineering disciplines are being
transformed by Building Information Modelling (BIM) through digitization. Recent
literature show that BIM is in reality 90% sociology and 10% technology, despite the
perception that it is 90% technology and 10% sociology. Without social interventions
within technological models, barriers and limitations that are evident in the social culture
of an institution could result in being reflected in dead-ended technical and technological
structures and solutions. For this, social sustainability and cultural resilience concepts
are promoted by proposing socio-technical solutions relying on the theoretical model
of Situational Awareness (SA) as a cornerstone in this research. The investigation
method on the link between BIM-enabled Education and SA is done through multiple
interviews within the academic sector of multiple educational institutions within the
GCC. The results of this study could design a preliminary framework for approaching
technical solutions to social dilemmas and thus help in enhanced implementation and

collaboration in BIM-enabled education in the GCC.
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Humaira Ahmad

Teaching at University of Management and Technology for past 15 years at graduate
and postgraduate level (courses in Islamic Civilization, Modern Debates in Islam,
Western Civilization, Orientalism, Hadith and Modern Debates), editing and managing
all tasks of International Research Journal in Islamic Thought, Supervising Graduate
and Postgraduate interdisciplinary theses; Reviewers of various International Journals;

Evaluator of MS, Ph.D. theses at Indonesia, Malaysia.

Muhammad Awais Shuakat

Teaching at University of Management and Technology for past 15 years at graduate
and postgraduate level (courses in Islamic Civilization, Modern Debates in Islam,
Western Civilization, Orientalism, Hadith and Modern Debates), editing and managing
all tasks of International Research Journal in Islamic Thought, Supervising Graduate
and Postgraduate interdisciplinary theses; Reviewers of various International Journals;

Evaluator of MS, PhD theses at Indonesia, Malaysia.
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Abstract: Studying the place of transcendental ideals and human Instincts in

Modern Psychology

The integration of psychological and natural sciences is an ongoing process that
aims to understand the human mind in the context of the natural world. Rafi-ud-Din
has made significant contributions to this field with his concept of human nature and
psychology. He argues that the urge for ideals is the real, ultimate, and sole dynamic
power of human actions, and that it finds its roots not in instincts but in something
transcendental and metaphysical. He describes man as a spiritual and moral self that
has innate knowledge of good and evil, and builds his own discourse to describe human
nature in the light of the Qur'an. He also addresses the influential theories of Marx,
Freud, Adler, and MacDougall at length and critiques the ideas that view human nature
as primarily iven by instincts, arguing that this view reduces man to the status of a social
animal and ignores the spiritual and moral dimension of human existence. His alternative
discourse on the role of instincts in human psychology and the place of transcendent
ideals in understanding man offers a unique perspective on this topic, and his work is
an important contribution to the ongoing debate on the integration of psychological and
natural sciences. This paper aims to study the ideas and approaches of Rafi-ud-Din

about Human Nature and his efforts to refute the thoughts of modern thinkers.



Mustafa Abdalla

Mustafa Abdalla holds a master’s degree in anthropology from the American
University in Cairo and a doctoral degree in anthropology from the Free University in
Berlin. He conducted research both in Egypt and Mali focusing on health issues, gender,
sexuality, migration and religion. Mustafa Abdalla is affiliated to the Institute for Social and
Cultural Anthropology, The Free University, Berlin and currently works on his research
project “Productive Pathologies: Professional Patients and the Commodification of

Disease in Egypt

Abstract: Entering the Lion’s Den: Teaching Medical Anthropology in Health
Sciences in Egypt

To address the observed deficiencies in medical programs across the Arab world
regarding the implementation of the International Federation for Medical Education's
2015 recommendations, which emphasize the integration of medical anthropology
into global medical curricula. a program aimed at introducing medical anthropology
into health science educational faculties in Egypt was launched in 2017. The growing
awareness of the importance of medical anthropology, and the lack of trainers hinders
the inclusion of this subject in medical curricula. Therefore, a curriculum was designed
to train persons with a background in the social sciences. This paper sheds light on an
online program of “Train the Trainers” that was launched in August 2020. The response
to the program showed that there is a growing need and interest at the institutional
and individual levels to integrate medical anthropology into the health sciences. But to
do this, there must be more medical anthropology training programs being established
throughout Egypt and the Arab world to train a cadre of trainers who, in the future, will be

instrumental in establishing this discipline in Egypt and other Arabic-speaking countries.
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Ghasem Darzi

Teacher and scholar holds a Ph.D. in Theology, specializing in Quranic Sciences
and Hadith, from the University of Tehran. His thesis explored the methodology of
interdisciplinary studies in Quranic Studies and Humanities. He has extensive experience
in interdisciplinary Quranic Studies and had the honor of serving as the head of the first

international conference on interdisciplinary Quranic Studies in 2022.

Abstract: Quranic Studies and Natural sciences: Methodological interdisciplinary

approaches and its intellectual gains

The interdisciplinary relationship between Qur’anic studies and natural sciences has a
long history. In this study, we will first explore the concept of methodological interdisciplinarity
by examining the theoretical literature produced by experts in interdisciplinary studies. Next,
using a descriptive-analytical method, we will examine the most significant interdisciplinary
research in the field of Qur'anic studies and natural sciences. By categorizing and ranking
these studies, we will identify and introduce three intellectual achievements Methodological
interdisciplinarity aims to improve the quality of results by borrowing methods or concepts
from other disciplines to test hypotheses, answer research questions, or develop theories.
Based on the degrees of integration and the relation between Qur’anic studies and natural
sciences, the following three main achievements: first, developing theological insights for
the Qur'an. Secondly, it generates exegetical insights for Quran commentators. Thirdly,
generating new perspectives in natural sciences. In this way, the main achievement of
interdisciplinary integration belongs to Qur'anic studies in the first two types, while the third

type generates new perspectives in natural sciences.



About the Conference

Social phenomena, by their very nature, are multidimensional and overlapping.
Scientific progress, with its attendant social changes, resulted in the emergence of
many new determinants of social phenomena, making them even more complicated and
overlapping. This overlapping facet of social phenomena calls for an interdisciplinary
approach to scientific research that can lead to a deeper, holistic, and mature
understanding of social phenomena, away from piecemeal approaches informed by
our narrow disciplinary focus. This attempt to bridge disciplinary gaps is one of the
strategic frameworks of Ibn Khaldon Center. With a view to strengthening this approach
in research written in Arabic language, the Ibn Khaldon Center organizes an annual
conference that seeks to promote interdisciplinary research among the social sciences,
including politics, international relations, education, management, psychology,
sociology, religion, anthropology, and public health. There is a vital need to integrate
social sciences with natural sciences (i.e., biology, physics, chemistry, medicine,
mathematics, artificial intelligence) in a clear interdisciplinary research paradigm to
solve key societal challenges. Despite the need for such between social sciences and
natural sciences being expressed more frequently, it is unclear as to what to extent such

collaboration can actually occur.
Interdisciplinary Research Conference in its Current Cycle

Named after the famous 14th Century Muslim philosopher and great humanistic scholar
Ibn Khaldon who laid the foundation for systematic inquiry of universal science of
society, Ibn Khaldon Center for Humanities & Social Sciences at Qatar University is
devoted to fostering inter-disciplinary research that connects disparate branches of
scientific knowledge. Imbued with this Khaldunian spirit of linking different genres of
inquiry of both natural and social phenomena, the Ibn-Khaldun Center for Humanities
& Social Sciences will be hosting an interdisciplinary conference that seeks to bring

scholars from diverse fields.
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Conference Objectives

o Fostering interdisciplinary research that connects disparate branches of scientific
knowledge in research written in Arabic.

o Highlighting the need of integrating social and natural sciences and humanities in
interdisciplinary research paradigm to solve key societal challenges.

o Promoting the concept of effective collaboration and cognitive integration between
professors and graduate students.

o llluminating the way in which researchers from the social, natural and sciences
collaborate.

o Developing a scientific platform through which researchers from social and natural
sciences can collaborate to acquire significant intellectual gains and to obtain new

perspectives on their research works.



i

About Ibn Khaldon Center

Ibn Khaldon Center for Humanities and Social Sciences is a research entity affiliated to
the office of the Vice-President for Research and Graduate Studies at Qatar University.
Ibn Khaldon Center involves in developing humanities and social sciences, bridging,

indigenization, cross-cultural fertilisation, and relevance.

Vision

Our vision is to pioneer within the field of the Humanities and Social Sciences both
locally and internationally, with a view to becoming the sought platform and intellectual
space for researchers and scientific initiatives in the region and beyond.

Mission

Our mission is to engage in a renewal process within the Humanities and Social
Sciences in order to bridge the gap between the theoretical and actual needs of
Arab and Islamic societies and the global intellectual community, in collaboration with
leading institutions and researchers locally, regionally and internationally who share our

intellectual concerns.

Strategic Frameworks

Governing Ibn Khaldon Center

T i anizati Cross-Cultural
Bridging Indigenization Fertillisation
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Contact Ibn Khaldon Center

Ibn Khaldon Center for Humanities and Social Sciences
Qatar University

P.O Box: 2713

Doha, Qatar

Email:ibnkhaldon@qu.edu.ga

Phone: (+974) 4403-7191

Website: www.qu.edu.qa/ar/research/IbnKhaldon
On Social Media:

QU_lbnKhaldon

@009
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QATAR UNIVERSITY

The Annual Conference of Ibn Khaldon Center
on Interdisciplinary Research

30 September - 1 October 2023
Doha - Qatar




