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ABSTRACT

Criminal Liability for Money Laundering Crimes Using Virtual

Currencies

This research addresses the topic of “Criminal Liability for Money Laundering Crimes
Using Virtual Currencies,” a subject of increasing importance considering the rapid
technological developments the world is witnessing today. The research problem
revolves around the challenges posed by virtual currencies to legal efforts aimed at
combating money laundering crimes, as these currencies provide criminals with a new
method to conceal the sources of their illicit funds.

The thesis begins by providing a comprehensive explanation of the concept of virtual
currencies, which are defined as a digital representation of value that can be traded
electronically. It highlights the characteristics of these currencies, such as
decentralization, security, and the ability to anonymize transactions, which make it
difficult to trace financial activities conducted through them. While these features offer
technological and economic advantages, they also create a conducive environment for
money laundering.

The thesis adopts an analytical approach to study how traditional money laundering
crimes have evolved into more complex crimes using virtual currencies. It compares
the traditional legal frameworks with modern ones designed to combat money
laundering. The thesis also sheds light on Qatari legislation related to combating money
laundering and its ability to address the challenges posed by virtual currencies.

One of the central points discussed in the thesis is that the global financial system faces
significant challenges in dealing with the decentralized nature of virtual currencies,

which makes it difficult to track suspicious financial transactions. The thesis also



examines legislative developments in other countries, such as the United States, and
how they are addressing money laundering using virtual currencies.
In conclusion, the thesis offers recommendations on how to strengthen legal

frameworks, particularly in Qatar, to address this growing phenomenon.
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