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ABSTRACT

Title: The Relationship Between Religious and Secular

Jews and Its Impact on Israeli Society.

The research focuses on one of the most critical issues
within Israeli society, particularly among its Jewish
population: the religious-secular divide. This rift 1s
considered the second most significant conflict in the
country, following the Arab-Israeli conflict. The study aims
to explore the nature of the relationship between religious
and secular Jews and assess its impact on Israeli society from
religious, social, and political perspectives. It seeks to
understand the historical context that led to this division,
identity its main causes, and analyze its consequences on
society. The research uses historical, descriptive, analytical,

and comparative methodologies.

Key findings include the impact of modernity,
particularly the rise of nationalism and enlightenment, in
splitting Jewish communities into religious and secular
factions. Initially, the relationship between these groups
was confrontational but evolved over time into one of
compromise, and in some cases, mutual exploitation.
Religious consequences include the secularization of

religion and identity conflicts, while socially, there is



skepticism  about coexistence and the religious
demographic's growth at the expense of secularism.
Politically, the rise of religious parties and their influence

on policy-making is evident.

The study also recommends further exploration of
[sraeli societal issues, especially the ethnic tensions between
Ashkenazi and Sephardi Jews, the phenomenon of religious
conversion, and the unique nature of secularism within the

Israeli context.
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M Fuchs, Ofira, Scaling dowm Jusdaism: The Politics of Tradition and

Change among Liberal Observant Jews in Israel, p.17

@ History - Masorti Foundation. (2019, February 26) Masorti

Foundation. https://masorti.org/history/ (Accessed: 3 January 2024)

@ Pew Research Center, Israel’s Religiously Divided Society, March 8,
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@ Zalzberg, Ofer. Understanding Israel: Religion and State
(Routledge, October 2018) p.6.
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