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The Rhetoric of Persuasion in Discourse forms
A Study on Hamadhany’s Georgeni Magamat

Dr. Kahhouli Mohamed Nacer

University: Monastir. Tunisia

knacirovl@yahoo.fr

Abstract

This article applies a discourse analysis approach to the narrative discourse from the perspective of
argumentative rhetoric and studies the origins of its persuasive powers. Structural approaches have often
strived to enumerate the functions of different discourse forms and their entertaining aesthetic roles.
eliminating any argumentative objective or dimension. Generally. argumentative approaches do not agree
on such functions; which are explained by their different theoretical foundations.

The present work is based on two big axes. the first is theoretical and aims at examining the functions of
discourse forms in theory. questioning a number of rhetorical forms. and studying the various criteria used
in the classification of the functions of discourse forms and in the distinction between one function and
another.

As for the second axis. it is rather practical and deals with discourse forms in Hamadhani’s Georgeni
Magamat. Here. the study focuses on the distinctions between different phonetic. structural. semantic
and cognitive discourse forms. and then examines their argumentative functions and the sources of their
persuasive powers as well as their argumentative effects. The research is based on old and modern. Western
and Arabic rhetoric.

Key Words:

Discourse forms — operating system — argumentative power — argumentative impact — effect -
persuasive power — argumentative function.
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I’argumentation: La nouvelle rhétorique, Editions de I’université

de Bruxelles, 6éme édition, Bruxelles, 2008, p. 232.
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Richard Arcand, Les figures de style, Les Editions de
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édition, Paris, 2011, p. 161.
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(3) Chaim Perelman, L’empire rhétorique, rhétorique et argume -
tation, Librairie philosophique , J. Vrin, 2¢me édition, Paris,
2002, p. 14.

(4) Chaim Perelman et Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca , Traité de
I’argumentation: La nouvelle rhétorique, op. cit. p. 501.

(5) Ibid, pp. 535-536.
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Olivier Reboul, Introduction a la rhétorique, op. cit. pp. 77-121.
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