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THE USE OF INTERNT
IN PREPARING ACADEMIC RESEARCH
BY KING FAISAL UNIVERSITY STAFF MEMBERS

Dr. Abdula Omar Alnagar *

Abstract : As a net which connects all nets, the Internet links millions of
computers for the purpose of communicating digital, visual, audio information.
The information can be transmitted, stored, searched for, and manipulated in
many modes and ways. In pedagogical setting, comprehensive use of this
service by adopting and extending the information technology, is paramount.
From their offices, university staff members can brows through contents of
major world libraries, the text of lectures, research prbjects, and other important
sources of data.

This paper aims at giving a descriptive statement about the Internet
services at King Faisal University (KFU), and the use of this recent facility by
staff members. The main question of this study can be, therefore, posed in the
following form : What is the extent of resorting to the Internet in the process of
preparing research works by KFU staff members? To answer this question, the
researcher adopts the survey approach using a questionnaire to investigate staff
members opinions and trends. The population of the study is (345) male and
female staff members in four colleges. A random sample made up of (200) was
selected for the study, and only (130) returned questionnaires were useable.

The following main results have been obtained : The sample answers
show that Internet is used at least once in a week, and that its use is considered
important for research, and most importantly in bibliographical searches. The
results show a positive attitude towards using the Internet for research purposes,
and show the www to be the main method of using the Internet. The use of
search engines comes first in looking for information. The most prominent
problem is seen in the lack of training for ideal use of the Internet . The study
shows that the differences in depending on the Internet among staff members
are due to the following factors: the college where the member works, the
academic position (rank), the availability of computing facilities (Internet link)
in the office. Finally, it was found that there is a correlation between the
opinion of staff member about the importance of the Internet and the nationality
of the staff member.
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