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THE IMPACT OF PARENTS EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
AND BIRTH ORDER ON CREATIVE THINKING ABILITIES
AMONG THE CHILDREN OF BAHRAIN

Professor Jawdat A. Saadeh (Sultan Qaboos University)
D. Yusuf Qutami (Sultan Qaboos University)
Wedad H. Al-Kalifa (The Ministry of Education in Bahrain)

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the impact of the parents’
educational level and the birth order on the children’s fluency, flexibility and
originality in creative thinking among kindergaden children in the state of Bahrain.
The subjects, who were 209 children (104 males and 105 females), were selected
randomly and tested in their schools. This testing was done by using an instrument
that measured the three aspects of creativity and that exhibited an acceptable degree
of validity and reliability. The data analysis consisted of a three-way Analysis of
Variance (3 x 2 x 3) which showed main effects of the independent variables and
the corresponding bi - variate and trivariate interactions.

The results revealed a high performance level in the subjects’ creative fluency
and flexibility and a relative low ability in their creative originality. They also
showed a statistically significant main effect of the father’s education on the
children’s fluency and originality and a significant main effect of the mother’s
education on creative originality. The child’s birth order in the family was also
found to have a significant main effect on creative fluency and originality.

The study recommended additional studies to investigate the impact of other
variables such as the children’s socioeconomic status and the father’s and mother’s
function in the development of the child’s creative thinking and the impact of this
function on achievement in the different school subjects.
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