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The Effect of Discussion method
(Small Groups style)
on the achievement and retention of knowledge
by the social sciences students in the
College of Teachers - Mosul University

Fadel K. Ibrahiem

Abstract :The aim of the study was to know the influence of using the
Discussion method ( small groups style ) on the achievement , and retention
of knowledge by social sciences students in the Arabic - Islamic History
subject , comparing it with the traditional method (lecture ) .

The researcher has used the (post-test only control group design ) .
The population included (40) students from social sciences department in
the College of Teachers - Mosul University. They were divided randomly
into two groups, the experimental group (20) students and the control group
(20) students as well . The students of the two groups were equivalent
according to many variables. The studying subject, the behavioral objectives
and the lesson plans in both methods were prepared.

The researcher formulated the post achievement test, which
consisted of (30) items, multiple - choice type.

The T-test was used to equalize the two groups and to test the four
hypotheses of study.

The researcher himself applied the experiment, it took six weeks
with (8) lessons to both groups of lecture and Discussion methods. After the
end of the lessons, the post -test was carried out and after (21) days the same
test was re-carried out on the same groups to examine their retention.

The results of the hypotheses showed that there is a significant
difference at the level of (0.01) between the average scores of the
experimental group taught by the discussion method (small group style) and
the average scores of the control group taught by the lecture method in the
terms of achievement, retention in the knowledge and comprehension levels
of perception.

In the light of the results, recommendations and suggestions for
further studies have been put forward .
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