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Teachers’ Opinions About Using Calculators by Intermediate
Stage Pupils in Mathematics Teaching:

(A Pilot Study in Kuwait)

Dr. Abdallah M. Al-Shaikh

Abstract:

The invention of calculators is considered a revolution in Education Technology.
As a result of that, teachers of Mathematics are classified into two categories.

On one hand, some of them believe that Technology in general has various
advantages in Education practice. It saves the teacher’s time and efforts, in his
daily work. Aiso it enables him to be creative to the best for his pupils.

They believe that Calculators are tools which arise pupils enthusiasm and make
the teaching practice and concept more easier for them, and helps them to setup
the numerical sensitivity, concepts and skills in their early stages before Fractional
practice and other mathematical operations.

They think that calculators enable pupils to find out the different relationships -
between numbers through practicing different cases which can’t be realized by
using a paper and pencil, especially if it includes complicated problems that
* requires many to reach the exact relationship.

On the other hand, those who reject the usage of calculators, believe that this will
terminate pupils self-motivation to discover their mistakes which leads to a lower
mathematics thinking ability.

Also, they believe that when pupils get the ready and correct answers, they will
lose their curiosity and ability to discuss their difficulties.

With reference to this study, we will explore teachers opinion toward this subject
in the Intermediate stage in Kuwait schools.
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