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Educational Characteristics of the Population
of Saudi Arabia:
A Study in Population Geography

Dr. Rshood M. Khraif

Associate Professor
College of Arts - King Saud University

Abstract:

This study aims to understand the educational status of the
population of Saudi Arabia in general, and present the spatial
variation of illiteracy rates in particular. It aslo examines the
age-sex differentials and attempts to explain the spatial variation
in terms of demographic, social, and economic variables.

The study shows a sharp decline in the overall illiteracy rates,
from high levels (60%) to relatively reasonable levels (18%) in
1999. The illiteracy rates have also declined from 67% for Saudis
and 53% for Non-Saudis in 1974 to 20% and about 13% in 1999
respectively. It is also found that there are clear patterns of spatial
variations. That is to say, the illiteracy rates vary from one
administrative area to the other, with low levels being observed in
Riyadh and the Eastern Province, while high levels are in the
northern and southern parts of the country. Among several variables
that are found to be strongly correlated with illiteracy rates, the
urbanization level in the adminstrative area is the sole variable
that explains most of spatial variations in illiteracy.

It is also found that despite the narrowing gap between males
and females in terms of their educational attainment, the gap is
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apparently still too large! Fortunately though, it is noticed that
illiteracy rates are very low among the young people, but tend to
be very high among older people, and especially among females.
This could mean, however, that illiteracy is expected to sharply
decline in the near future, especially with the rising school enrolment
rates for the both sexes.
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