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Retention and Student Achievement
Analytic Study
Dr. Abdullah A. Alhabsi
College of Social Studies, Imam Mohammed Bin Saud University
Saudi Arabia

Educators are faced with many decisions in educating students. One
decision many educators are faced with each year is whether to promote or
retain students who have not met the requirements for the grade in which
he/she had spent the past year.

The purpose of this study is to inform educators on the following:
What is the history of retention?
What is the philosophy of retention?

What alternatives are there for educators to use instead of retention?

Ll

What effects does retention have on a student's academic and self-
concept?

A systematic computer search of the literature was conducted
through the Internet and (ERIC) to identify potentially revenant studies.

This study found that educators are generally in fervor of the
retention practice. Moreover, educators believe that the reason for retention
should be that the students " lack the basic skills" to move to the next grade.
When looking at the findings regarding the academic achievement of
retained first, second and third graders this study showed that children do
significantly better the second time through grade.

The recommendations include more attention should be given to the
long term effects of retention in elementary students and experimental
research (when ethical) will improve the validity and reliability of research

result.
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